Treatment strategy for cutaneous malignant melanoma.
The incidence of cutaneous malignant melanoma has been rising in Japan. With education, recent advances in accurate diagnosis and establishment of the concept, more lesions are being diagnosed as early melanomas, for which there is a high cure rate. However, many patients will still present with thicker lesions or nodal involvement, which carries a significantly worse prognosis. Recently there have been advances in the management and treatment of cutaneous melanoma. This article reviews the clinical evidence behind the current treatment recommendations for primary and recurrent cutaneous melanoma in Japan.